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between TikTok and the Chinese Com-
munist Party. We suspect, with very 
good reason, that ByteDance, which is 
TikTok’s parent company, handed over 
biometrics and other sensitive user 
data to the Chinese Communist Party. 
This app has been Beijing’s very best 
detective, a fact most users aren’t 
aware of and don’t want to give a sec-
ond thought to. 

Parents are completely unaware that 
TikTok is owned by ByteDance and 
that they are in cahoots with the Chi-
nese Communist Party. Parents are un-
aware that the biometrics and other 
sensitive data of their precious chil-
dren is now in the hands of the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

Madam President, we just cannot af-
ford to continue this. This one app on 
its own is a master class on artificial 
intelligence, machine learning, and fa-
cial recognition technology, and our 
most dangerous competitor is using it 
to corner the market on the world’s 
most valuable commodity: the virtual 
you. 

It is all part of Beijing’s grand strat-
egy to gain control over strategically 
important sectors of the global econ-
omy. Yes, indeed, they intend to be 
globally dominant by the time we get 
to the midpoint of the century; and, 
yes, indeed, they are an adversary. 

We see them carrying out more of 
this agenda via the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative programs. And they are doing it 
online by training us to consume con-
tent that is so twisted that it drives 
young users to violence and to self-de-
structive behavior. 

Interconnectivity has benefits and 
consequences, and, Madam President, 
it is an urgent need to take action 
against the consequences. We know 
from previous investigations that dig-
ital content is a weapon. It can damage 
self-esteem, destroy relationships, and 
tip the balance of global power in the 
wrong direction. 

I hear from Tennesseans like Russell 
regularly. They will say: We saw this 
coming a mile away. We have watched 
this become a snowball rolling toward 
us. 

They are appreciative that Congress 
has finally caught up to them—parents 
and teachers who are watching what is 
happening on social media—and they 
are ready for us to pull all those Big 
Tech skeletons out of the closet and 
put them on display. 

I will say this: These teachers and 
parents are not people who are anti-in-
novation. They don’t want to get in the 
way of private companies offering ex-
citing new products. They appreciate 
interconnectivity, and they appreciate 
technology. But what they won’t do is 
tolerate these companies—tolerate 
them trolling the data of our children, 
selling it as a product, and then turn-
ing around and weaponizing the con-
tent against us, the American people. 

Big Tech needs to understand that we 
are not going to hold back, and it 
would be in their best interest to work 
with us on the issues of online privacy, 

children’s online privacy, data secu-
rity, and make the virtual space a safe 
space. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
I yield the floor. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the Parker nom-
ination, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Douglas L. Parker, of West 
Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Labor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Parker nomination? 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
HOEVEN), the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from Alaska 
(Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. SASSE), and 
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
TOOMEY). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 425 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—41 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 

Paul 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—9 

Cramer 
Feinstein 
Hoeven 

Inhofe 
Murkowski 
Rounds 

Sasse 
Toomey 
Warner 

The nomination was confirmed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HEINRICH). Under the previous order, 
the Senate will resume consideration 
of the Perez nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Myrna Perez, of 
New York, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Second Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Perez nomination? 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be. There is a suffi-
cient second. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
HOEVEN), the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from Alaska 
(Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. SASSE), and 
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
TOOMEY). 

Further, is present and voting, the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 48, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 426 Ex.] 

YEAS—48 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—43 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 

Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
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